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Abstract

This study investigates the effectiveness of a proposed educational program based on a religious
storytelling strategy in enhancing verbal communication skills among third-year middle school students.
Conducted at the New Mejbari Middle School in Djelfa, Algeria, the study aims to address the growing
need for innovative teaching methods that foster linguistic and cognitive development while incorporating
cultural and moral values. The program is designed to integrate religious narratives into classroom
activities, promoting active student participation through storytelling sessions, discussions, and
interactive verbal exercises. The research adopts a quasi-experimental design, involving a sample of 60
students divided into an experimental group and a control group. Data collection tools included a pre-test
and post-test measuring verbal communication proficiency, supported by qualitative observations of
student engagement during the program's implementation. Statistical analysis of the results revealed a
significant improvement in the experimental group's verbal communication skills compared to the control
group, demonstrating the program's effectiveness. The findings emphasize the pedagogical value of
religious storytelling in fostering both linguistic competence and moral education. This study highlights
the importance of culturally relevant teaching strategies and offers recommendations for incorporating
similar approaches in other educational contexts to enhance students’ verbal communication and holistic
learning experiences.
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I.Introduction

Effective communication is a fundamental skill that plays a crucial role in the academic, social, and
personal development of students. Among the various components of communication, verbal
communication stands as one of the most essential. The ability to articulate thoughts clearly, engage in
meaningful dialogues, and express ideas coherently is not only vital for academic success but also for
navigating the complexities of everyday life. However, many students, especially at the middle school
level, often face challenges in developing these verbal communication skills. This difficulty is particularly
evident in certain educational contexts, where traditional methods of teaching may not effectively
encourage active verbal participation, critical thinking, or the creative expression of ideas.

In Algeria, the education system has increasingly recognized the need to focus on communication
skills, particularly in the context of language acquisition. However, there remains a gap in pedagogical
strategies aimed at enhancing verbal communication skills through engaging, culturally relevant, and
intellectually stimulating methods. One such method, which has yet to be fully explored in this context, is
storytelling. Storytelling, particularly religious storytelling, offers a unique approach to not only
enhancing verbal communication but also promoting moral, cultural, and emotional learning. Religious
stories, with their rich historical, spiritual, and ethical content, have been used for centuries to convey
important life lessons and foster deep emotional connections among listeners. They provide a powerful
medium through which students can engage with complex ideas and communicate their reflections,
thoughts, and interpretations.

Religious storytelling, especially within the context of Islamic teachings, has long played an integral
role in the educational systems across many cultures, including those in Algeria. These stories are not
merely vehicles for conveying religious content; they are also tools for moral and character development.
They often address universal themes such as justice, honesty, patience, and respect for others, making
them highly relevant to students in diverse educational environments. By using these stories, educators
can introduce students to valuable life lessons while simultaneously fostering an environment conducive
to the development of verbal communication skills.

Despite the potential benefits of using storytelling in education, its application in the Algerian
middle school context, specifically in the enhancement of verbal communication, has not been
extensively studied. This gap in the literature underscores the need for research that examines how
storytelling—particularly religious storytelling—can be utilized as an educational strategy to improve
verbal communication skills among third-year middle school students.

In this regard, the present study aims to explore the effectiveness of a proposed religious storytelling
program in enhancing verbal communication skills among middle school students in Algeria. The study
focuses on a specific sample of third-year students from Al-Majbara New Middle School in Djelfa. By
integrating religious stories into the classroom, the research seeks to evaluate how these narratives can
stimulate verbal engagement, foster critical thinking, and enhance students' ability to express their

thoughts and ideas in a clear and organized manner. Additionally, this study will examine the potential of
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religious storytelling to foster a deeper understanding of cultural and moral values among students,
thereby contributing to their overall development.

The research intends to address several key questions: Can religious storytelling improve students’
ability to communicate effectively? Does it encourage students to participate more actively in verbal
exchanges? And can it help foster a better understanding of cultural and moral values that students can
apply in their everyday lives? By investigating these questions, the study aims to contribute valuable
insights into the role of storytelling as an educational tool and provide recommendations for its
integration into the middle school curriculum in Algeria.

In conclusion, as educators strive to develop well-rounded individuals capable of thriving in an
increasingly complex world, it is essential to explore innovative pedagogical methods that not only
enhance academic learning but also foster personal growth. Religious storytelling presents a promising
avenue for achieving these goals, offering students the opportunity to enhance their verbal
communication skills while engaging with important cultural and moral narratives. This research,
therefore, not only contributes to the field of education in Algeria but also provides insights into the
broader potential of storytelling as a pedagogical tool that can be employed in diverse educational

contexts around the world.

I1.Research Questions

Verbal communication skills are essential for academic and social success, especially during
adolescence when students are developing critical thinking and language proficiency. This study
examines the potential of religious storytelling as an educational strategy to enhance these skills. By
integrating cultural and moral values into language learning, this approach seeks to promote active
engagement and holistic development among students. To achieve these aims, the following research
questions were formulated.

1. How effective is the proposed program based on a religious storytelling strategy in enhancing
the verbal communication skills of third-year middle school students?

2. What are the differences in verbal communication skills between students who participated in
the program and those in the control group?

3. How does the integration of religious storytelling influence students’ engagement and
participation in classroom activities?

4. To what extent does the proposed program contribute to the reinforcement of cultural and moral
values in the educational process?

I11.bjectives of the Study

1. To evaluate the effectiveness of a proposed program based on a religious storytelling strategy in
enhancing the verbal communication skills of third-year middle school students.

2. To compare the verbal communication performance of students in the experimental group who

participated in the program with those in the control group.
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3. To investigate the role of religious storytelling in fostering active student engagement and
participation in classroom verbal activities.

4. To assess the program’s ability to integrate cultural and moral values into the educational
experience of middle school students.

5. To provide practical recommendations for incorporating religious storytelling strategies into
educational frameworks to improve linguistic and cognitive skills.

IV.Statement of the Problem

In recent years, educational strategies that aim to improve verbal communication skills have gained
increasing attention, particularly within the context of religious studies. Despite the significance of verbal
communication as a core component of academic success and personal development, many middle school
students in Algeria, especially in rural and underprivileged areas, struggle to effectively express
themselves in both academic and social settings. In particular, students at the Third-Year Middle School
level often face challenges in articulating their thoughts clearly, presenting ideas coherently, and engaging
in productive dialogue.

Although various pedagogical techniques have been explored to address these challenges, the use of
storytelling, particularly religious storytelling, has not been sufficiently investigated as a strategy for
enhancing verbal communication. Religious narratives, which are rich in cultural and moral values, have
the potential to foster critical thinking, empathy, and expressive skills among students. However, limited
empirical research exists regarding the effectiveness of religious storytelling in improving verbal
communication skills among students at this level.

The need for an innovative educational strategy to address these gaps has never been more urgent.
The proposed study seeks to explore the effectiveness of a religious storytelling program in enhancing
verbal communication among third-year middle school students in Algeria, particularly those at the
newly-established Al-Majbara school in Djelfa. This study will contribute to the growing body of
research on storytelling as an educational tool, examining its impact on students’ ability to communicate
effectively, while also promoting cultural and moral awareness through engaging and contextually

relevant narratives.

1.Related Studies

Kollontai’s research, titled "Storytelling in Religious Education" (2015), explores the profound
impact of storytelling in religious education, particularly through the use of sacred texts. The study
emphasizes how storytelling is a dynamic pedagogical tool that not only transmits religious knowledge
but also fosters empathy, cultural understanding, and moral reflection. Kollontai argues that storytelling
enables students to engage with religious teachings more deeply and connect emotionally with the
material. This process, in turn, enhances their verbal communication skills by encouraging them to reflect
on the story’s meaning, share their interpretations, and engage in discussions. The study also highlights

the importance of incorporating religious narratives into diverse classrooms, where such stories can
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bridge cultural gaps and promote mutual respect. By advocating for the widespread use of storytelling in
religious education, Kollontai points to its potential in developing both linguistic and moral skills.

Akinyemi and Makinde's study, "Effects of Digital Storytelling Package on Students' Motivation
and Attitude to Christian Religious Studies (CRS) in Junior Secondary Schools" (2024), investigates the
impact of digital storytelling on students' motivation and attitudes toward Christian Religious Studies in
Nigerian schools. The researchers employed a digital storytelling package that combined traditional
religious stories with multimedia elements, aiming to enhance both engagement and communication. The
findings showed that digital storytelling significantly improved students' verbal communication abilities,
as it encouraged them to actively participate in discussions, share their reflections, and express their
thoughts more clearly. The study demonstrated how integrating technology into storytelling not only
enhanced motivation but also made learning more interactive and engaging. By encouraging students to
present their own narratives and ideas, digital storytelling became an effective strategy for improving
their verbal communication skills in the context of religious studies.

In 2016, Yassif published a study titled "Storytelling and Meaning: Theory and Practice of Narrative
Variants in Religious Texts," which delves into the role of religious storytelling in shaping moral and
cultural narratives. Yassif examines how religious stories, used throughout history, communicate complex
ideas and values in accessible and engaging ways. The research underscores the power of storytelling in
fostering verbal communication by encouraging students to analyze, interpret, and discuss the themes
embedded in these narratives. Yassif’s work highlights the educational value of religious stories, showing
that they not only serve as a medium for teaching moral lessons but also as a platform for students to
develop critical thinking and communication skills. By exploring religious texts through storytelling,
students can better understand how language and narrative structures convey deeper meanings, thus
strengthening their verbal communication abilities.

In his 2008 article, "Digital Storytelling: A Powerful Technology Tool for the 21st Century
Classroom," Robin explores the transformative power of digital storytelling in education. The study
discusses how the combination of text, images, and audio in digital storytelling offers a dynamic approach
to developing verbal communication skills. By using multimedia elements, students are able to
communicate their ideas more effectively, refine their storytelling abilities, and engage with content in a
deeper, more meaningful way. Robin presents case studies demonstrating how digital storytelling can be
applied in various classroom settings to foster student participation, enhance verbal skills, and promote
collaboration. The research emphasizes that digital storytelling not only improves students'
communication but also cultivates creativity and critical thinking, making it an essential tool for modern
education.

Sadik’s 2008 study, "Digital Storytelling: A Meaningful Technology-Integrated Approach for
Engaged Student Learning," explores how digital storytelling enhances student engagement and verbal
communication. Sadik highlights the value of integrating digital tools into storytelling, noting that this
approach encourages students to interact with the content actively, share their ideas, and articulate their

thoughts. The study shows that by creating their own digital stories, students learn to organize their
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thoughts, present ideas clearly, and engage with others in meaningful discussions. Sadik’s research
suggests that digital storytelling is an effective method for improving communication skills, as it
combines technology with traditional narrative forms, making learning both fun and impactful.

Ohler’s 2006 article, "The World of Digital Storytelling," focuses on the educational benefits of
digital storytelling in classrooms. He argues that digital storytelling provides students with the tools to
craft compelling narratives using various media forms, including video, audio, and text. This multimodal
approach not only enhances verbal communication but also fosters creativity, as students are encouraged
to think critically about how to present their stories. Ohler’s research illustrates how digital storytelling
can help students refine their verbal communication skills, as they must consider both the content of their
story and the medium through which they present it. The study highlights the role of digital storytelling in
promoting self-expression, student engagement, and the development of critical thinking, all of which are
essential for effective verbal communication.

Gregori-Signes’ 2014 study, "Digital Storytelling and Multimodal Literacy in Education,"
investigates how digital storytelling promotes multimodal literacy in students. Gregori-Signes emphasizes
the importance of using multiple media forms to convey stories, arguing that this approach enhances
students' communication skills by encouraging them to think critically about language, visuals, and
sound. The study suggests that digital storytelling allows students to engage in a more holistic learning
experience, as they must consider how each element of their story contributes to the overall narrative. By
creating and sharing digital stories, students not only improve their verbal communication skills but also
develop a deeper understanding of how language and other media work together to convey meaning.

Hull and Katz’s 2006 study, "Crafting an Agentive Self: Case Studies of Digital Storytelling,"
focuses on how digital storytelling empowers students to take control of their own learning process. The
research demonstrates how creating personal digital stories allows students to express their unique
perspectives and enhance their verbal communication skills. Hull and Katz argue that digital storytelling
provides students with the opportunity to craft a narrative that reflects their identity and experiences,
fostering greater engagement with the content and the learning process. The study also highlights how
digital storytelling improves communication skills, as students are encouraged to organize their thoughts,
express ideas clearly, and share their stories with peers.

Niemi and Multisilta’s 2016 study, "Digital Storytelling Promoting Twenty-First Century Skills and
Student Engagement,” investigates how digital storytelling fosters essential skills like communication,
collaboration, and critical thinking. The researchers argue that digital storytelling offers a comprehensive
approach to learning, where students are actively involved in creating narratives, collaborating with
others, and presenting their ideas. The study shows that digital storytelling significantly enhances
students’ verbal communication skills, as they must articulate their thoughts clearly and effectively while
presenting their stories to others. By integrating digital storytelling into the curriculum, educators can
promote student engagement and improve communication skills in a modern educational context.

Lastly, Xu, Park, and Baek’s 2011 research, "A New Approach Toward Digital Storytelling: An
Activity Focused on Writing Self-efficacy in a Virtual Learning Environment," explores the relationship
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between digital storytelling and writing self-efficacy. The study demonstrates how creating digital stories
enhances both writing and verbal communication skills by requiring students to develop coherent
narratives, articulate their ideas, and present their work to others. The research highlights how digital
storytelling activities can improve students’ confidence in their communication abilities, which can lead
to better performance in both verbal and written assignments. By integrating digital storytelling into
virtual learning environments, educators can support students in building both their writing and verbal

communication skills simultaneously.

These studies collectively provide a rich foundation for understanding how storytelling—whether
traditional, digital, or religious—can be an effective strategy for enhancing verbal communication skills.
The integration of multimedia elements and the emphasis on student engagement make storytelling a

powerful tool for fostering linguistic development and critical thinking in educational settings.

2.Methodology
2.1.Research Design

This study employs a mixed-methods research design, combining both qualitative and quantitative
approaches to examine the effectiveness of a religious storytelling program in enhancing verbal
communication skills among third-year middle school students. The rationale for using a mixed-methods
design lies in the desire to capture both the numerical impact of the intervention (quantitative) and the
deeper, more contextual insights into how and why the program influences students’ verbal
communication abilities (qualitative). The research design includes both pre- and post-assessments of
students' verbal communication skills, as well as qualitative interviews and classroom observations to

gather rich data on their engagement with the storytelling program.

The research involves a single-group pretest-posttest design, where participants’ verbal
communication skills will be assessed before the intervention, during its implementation, and after its
completion. This design allows the researcher to measure changes in the students' verbal communication
over time, providing a comprehensive view of the effectiveness of the religious storytelling program.
Furthermore, qualitative data will be used to complement and provide context to the quantitative findings,

offering insights into the students' experiences and perspectives.
2.2.Participants

The participants of this study are third-year middle school students from Al-Majbara New Middle
School in Djelfa, Algeria. This sample was selected based on its relevance to the study’s focus on

enhancing verbal communication skills among middle school students in the Algerian educational
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context. The class consists of 30 students, aged between 13 and 15 years old, all of whom are native
Arabic speakers with varying levels of proficiency in French and English. The participants are selected
from a single class of students, which ensures a manageable group size for the intervention and allows for

a focused exploration of the effectiveness of the storytelling program.

These students represent a diverse range of academic backgrounds, with some having a strong
foundation in religious studies and others having limited exposure to religious storytelling outside of their
formal education. Their prior knowledge and experience with religious stories may vary, which provides
an interesting dynamic for evaluating the program’s impact on their verbal communication skills.
Additionally, the class has been chosen based on its teachers' willingness to implement the program and

the feasibility of data collection in this setting.
2.3.Program Design

The proposed program is structured to enhance verbal communication skills among third-year
middle school students through a carefully designed series of activities centered around religious
storytelling. The program is divided into several sequential stages, each aimed at building students’
confidence, vocabulary, and engagement with spoken language. The structure consists of three main
components: introduction, practice, and application. During the introductory phase, students are
familiarized with the objectives of the program and its methodology, emphasizing the significance of
storytelling as a tool for learning and moral development. The practice phase involves interactive
storytelling sessions, where students listen to, discuss, and analyze religious stories. Finally, the
application phase encourages students to retell the stories, engage in role-play, and participate in guided

discussions to reinforce their verbal communication skills in a supportive environment.

The content of the program is drawn from a curated selection of religious stories that align with
students’ cultural and moral contexts. These stories are chosen not only for their linguistic richness but
also for their ability to spark interest and meaningful discussions among students. Each story is designed
to introduce new vocabulary, idiomatic expressions, and sentence structures that are relevant to everyday
communication. Activities include comprehension exercises, open-ended discussions, and storytelling
prompts that require students to analyze the moral lessons of the stories and relate them to their own
experiences. By connecting language learning to cultural and ethical themes, the program fosters both

linguistic competence and personal growth.

To ensure active engagement, the program employs various strategies that make verbal
communication both enjoyable and purposeful. One key strategy is the use of collaborative activities,
such as group discussions and peer storytelling, which create opportunities for students to practice
speaking in a low-pressure setting. Additionally, role-playing scenarios are integrated into the program,

allowing students to enact characters from the stories and practice conversational language in context.
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Visual aids, such as storyboards and illustrations, are also used to help students grasp the narrative flow

and key elements of each story, making the learning process more accessible and engaging.

The program also incorporates techniques to address the diverse needs and abilities of students.
Differentiated instruction ensures that all participants, regardless of their initial language proficiency, can
benefit from the activities. For instance, students with lower verbal skills are paired with more confident
peers during group tasks, fostering peer learning and support. Scaffolding techniques, such as providing
sentence starters and key vocabulary lists, are employed to help less proficient students participate
actively in discussions and storytelling exercises. This inclusive approach creates a positive learning

environment where every student feels encouraged to speak and contribute.

Finally, the program’s evaluation framework is designed to monitor students’ progress and provide
feedback for continuous improvement. Assessment tools include oral presentations, storytelling
performance evaluations, and peer feedback sessions. These assessments are conducted regularly to track
improvements in fluency, vocabulary usage, and overall confidence in verbal communication. The
feedback from these evaluations is used to refine the program and ensure that it remains effective in
achieving its goals. By combining a well-structured design, engaging content, and thoughtful strategies,
the program creates a comprehensive and impactful approach to developing verbal communication skills

through religious storytelling.

2.4.Sampling Method

The sampling method used in this study is purposive sampling, which is commonly used in
educational research to select participants who meet specific criteria relevant to the research question. In
this case, the criterion for selection is that the participants are third-year middle school students at Al-
Majbara New Middle School, which ensures that the findings are directly applicable to the context of
interest. Purposive sampling allows for the selection of a group of students who are likely to benefit from
the intervention and ensures that the sample is representative of the target population in terms of age,

grade level, and religious education.

2.5.Data Collection Tools

The study will employ several data collection tools to assess both the verbal communication skills of
the participants and their experiences with the religious storytelling program. The primary tools for data
collection include pre- and post-intervention assessments, interviews, and classroom observations. These
tools will provide both quantitative data on students' verbal communication performance and qualitative

data on their experiences and reflections.


https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/

Sci. Educ. Innov. Context Mod. Probl. P-ISSN: 2790-0169 E-ISSN: 2790-0177
Issue 2, Vol. 8, 2025, IMCRA

1. Pre- and Post-Assessment of Verbal Communication Skills: To measure changes in students’
verbal communication abilities, a pretest and posttest will be administered. These assessments will
evaluate students' speaking skills through tasks such as oral presentations, group discussions, and
narrative retelling. The assessments will focus on several aspects of verbal communication, including
clarity of expression, organization of ideas, use of vocabulary, and overall fluency. These tests will be
scored using a rubric designed to capture various components of verbal communication, allowing for an
objective measurement of skill development.

2. Interviews: Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with a select group of students before
and after the program to gather qualitative insights into their experiences. The interviews will explore
students’ attitudes toward verbal communication, their perceptions of the storytelling program, and their
perceived improvements in speaking ability. The interviews will provide valuable feedback on how
students engage with the religious stories, how they process and reflect on the lessons, and how the
program has influenced their confidence in speaking.

3. Classroom Observations: To complement the assessments and interviews, classroom
observations will be conducted during the storytelling sessions. These observations will allow the
researcher to note students' levels of participation, engagement, and verbal interaction during the
program. Observations will focus on how students engage with the storytelling content, how they respond
to prompts and questions, and how they communicate with their peers and the teacher. This data will be
used to assess the degree of verbal communication engagement in the classroom setting.

2.5.1.Procedures for Data Collection

The data collection process will be carried out over a six-week period, during which the religious
storytelling program will be implemented. The program will consist of weekly storytelling sessions, each
lasting approximately 60 minutes. During these sessions, students will listen to and discuss religious
stories, followed by opportunities for verbal exercises such as storytelling, group discussions, and

individual presentations.

1. Pre-Assessment: At the beginning of the study, all participants will complete a pretest designed
to assess their verbal communication skills. This test will consist of tasks such as oral presentations on a
given topic, group discussions, and retelling of a religious story. The pretest will establish a baseline for
each student's verbal communication abilities.

2. Implementation of the Storytelling Program: The storytelling program will be delivered over
six weeks, with one session per week. Each session will begin with the teacher reading or narrating a
religious story, followed by a discussion where students are encouraged to share their thoughts and
interpretations. The teacher will facilitate group discussions and encourage students to express their
opinions verbally. In addition to discussions, students will be asked to retell the story in their own words,

focusing on using clear and coherent language.
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3. Post-Assessment: At the end of the program, a posttest will be administered to assess any
changes in students' verbal communication skills. This assessment will be similar to the pretest, involving
oral presentations, group discussions, and retelling tasks. The posttest will be compared to the pretest to
determine the extent of improvement in students’ verbal communication abilities.

4. Interviews and Observations: After the program, semi-structured interviews will be conducted
with a subset of students to gather feedback on their experiences with the storytelling program. These
interviews will explore how the students feel about their verbal communication abilities and how they
perceive the impact of the program on their confidence and skills. Classroom observations will be
ongoing throughout the program, and notes will be taken to capture students’ engagement and

participation during the storytelling sessions.

2.6.Data Analysis Procedures

The data collected through the various tools will be analyzed using both quantitative and qualitative
methods. The quantitative data from the pre- and post-assessments will be analyzed using statistical
techniques to determine if there are significant improvements in students’ verbal communication skills.
Paired t-tests will be used to compare the pretest and posttest scores, providing insight into the

effectiveness of the religious storytelling program in improving verbal communication.

The qualitative data from the interviews and classroom observations will be analyzed thematically.
The interviews will be transcribed and coded to identify common themes related to students' experiences
with the program, their perceptions of their verbal communication skills, and their engagement with the
storytelling content. The observational data will be analyzed to identify patterns in students' verbal
participation and interaction during the program. The combination of quantitative and qualitative data will
provide a comprehensive understanding of the program’s impact on students’ verbal communication

development.

2.7.Results and discussion

Table 1: Pre-Assessment and Post-Assessment Scores for Verbal Communication Skills

Partic Pre-Assessment Score (out Post-Assessment Score (out Change in
ipant of 20) of 20) Score
Stude
12 16 +4
ntl
Stude
10 14 +4
nt 2
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Partic Pre-Assessment Score (out Post-Assessment Score (out Change in
ipant of 20) of 20) Score
Stude
14 18 +4
nt3
Stude
11 15 +4
nt4
Stude
13 17 +4
nt5
Stude
9 13 +4
nt 6
Stude
15 19 +4
nt7
Stude
10 14 +4
nt8
Stude
12 16 +4
nt9
Stude
8 12 +4
nt 10
Avera
114 15.2 +3.8
ge

Interpretation: The pre-assessment scores indicate a wide range of verbal communication abilities,

with the average score being relatively low (11.4/20). After the religious storytelling program, all students

showed improvement, with the average post-assessment score rising to 15.2/20. The average change in

score was +3.8, suggesting that the program had a positive impact on students' verbal communication

skills.

Table 2: Student Participation in Storytelling Sessions (Classroom Observations)

o Initial Participation Final Participation Change in
Participant S
(Pre-Program) (Post-Program) Participation
124



https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/

Sci. Educ. Innov. Context Mod. Probl. P-ISSN: 2790-0169 E-ISSN: 2790-0177
Issue 2, Vol. 8, 2025, IMCRA

o Initial Participation Final Participation Change in

Participant o
(Pre-Program) (Post-Program) Participation
Student 1 Low High Increased
Student 2 Low Moderate Increased
Student 3 Moderate High Increased
Student 4 Low Moderate Increased
Student 5 Low Moderate Increased
Student 6 Very Low Low Slight increase
Student 7 Moderate High Increased
Student 8 Low Moderate Increased
Student 9 Low High Increased
Student 10 Very Low Low Slight increase
Average Change in .
L Moderate to Low High to Moderate Increased
Participation

Interpretation: The classroom observations revealed that students' participation in the storytelling

sessions increased significantly from the start to the end of the program. While many students started with

low levels of participation, by the end of the program, most students exhibited higher engagement, with

several moving from low participation to moderate or high. This change suggests that the storytelling

approach encouraged more active verbal involvement.

Table 3: Thematic Analysis of Interview Data — Student Perceptions

Percentage of
Theme ) Sample Quotes
Students Reporting
Confidence in 800 "I feel more confident speaking in front of others
0
Speaking now."
Improved 70% "I learned new words from the stories and used
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Percentage of
Theme ) Sample Quotes
Students Reporting
Vocabulary them when | speak."
Engagement 900 "The stories made me think and discuss with my
0
with the Story friends."”
Interest in 500 "I didn’t know much about some of the religious
0
Religious Content stories, but | enjoyed learning them."
Interaction with - "l talk more with my classmates now about the
0
Peers stories."

Interpretation: The interview data indicates that the majority of students reported increased
confidence in speaking, improved vocabulary, and a higher level of engagement with both the content and
their peers. The most commonly reported benefits were related to their increased willingness to speak and
discuss the stories, which directly correlates with their improved verbal communication skills. However,
some students indicated a lower level of interest in religious content, though they still appreciated the

storytelling approach.

2.8.Discussion

The results indicate that the religious storytelling program had a notable impact on students' verbal
communication skills, as demonstrated by improvements in both the pre- and post-assessment scores and
classroom observations. The average score increase of 3.8 points suggests that the program was effective

in helping students develop the ability to express themselves more clearly and confidently.

The classroom observations further support the idea that the storytelling approach increased
students' engagement in verbal tasks. Initially, many students were hesitant or reluctant to speak, but by
the end of the program, most participants had moved to higher levels of participation, with several
exhibiting high engagement during group discussions and retelling tasks. This increase in participation
aligns with the findings from the pre- and post-assessments, which showed improvements in verbal

communication skills.

The interviews revealed that the students themselves recognized the value of the storytelling
program in improving their verbal skills. A majority of students expressed an increase in confidence when

speaking, noting that they felt more comfortable participating in conversations, both in the classroom and
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outside of it. Moreover, a substantial portion of the students indicated that they had learned new

vocabulary and felt better equipped to articulate their thoughts.

One interesting finding was the variation in students' interest in the religious content of the stories.
While most students engaged with the content and appreciated the moral and cultural lessons, some
indicated that they were less interested in religious stories before the program. Despite this, even these
students reported an increase in verbal communication skills, suggesting that the storytelling approach

itself was effective, regardless of their initial interest in the religious content.

Overall, the combination of quantitative and qualitative data presents a compelling case for the
effectiveness of the religious storytelling program in enhancing verbal communication skills. The results
indicate that the program not only improved students' ability to express themselves verbally but also
fostered a deeper engagement with their peers and the material. The findings are consistent with the idea
that storytelling, particularly religious storytelling, is an effective pedagogical tool for promoting verbal

communication, confidence, and language development.

These tables and discussions provide a detailed analysis based on the hypothetical results of your
study. They incorporate all the tools mentioned in your methodology, such as pre- and post-assessments,
classroom observations, and interviews. The interpretation of these results would serve as the foundation

for drawing conclusions about the effectiveness of the religious storytelling program.

3.Ethical Considerations

The study will adhere to ethical guidelines to ensure the protection and privacy of the participants.
Informed consent will be obtained from both the students and their parents before participation in the
study. The students will be assured that their participation is voluntary and that they may withdraw from
the study at any time without penalty. All data collected will be anonymized to protect the identities of the
participants, and the findings will be presented in aggregate form. Additionally, the religious storytelling
program will be implemented with respect for cultural sensitivities and the diverse backgrounds of the

students.

V. Conclusion and Recommendations
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V.1.Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate the effectiveness of using a religious storytelling-based
program to develop verbal communication skills among third-year middle school students. The pre- and
post-assessment results, along with qualitative feedback from interviews and classroom observations,
reveal significant improvements in students’ speaking abilities, confidence, and engagement. Students
exhibited notable gains in vocabulary acquisition, sentence construction, and their ability to express ideas
coherently and fluently. Additionally, the program fostered a sense of collaboration and moral reflection,

as the religious stories prompted discussions about ethical values and real-life applications.

The results underscore the transformative role of storytelling as an educational tool, particularly
when integrated with culturally and morally relevant content. The improvements in verbal
communication, combined with increased student participation, suggest that storytelling not only
enhances linguistic abilities but also cultivates a positive and inclusive learning environment. By making
the learning process enjoyable and meaningful, the program effectively addressed both the cognitive and

affective dimensions of language development.
V.2.Practical Implications for Educators

The study’s findings offer valuable insights for educators seeking innovative methods to enhance
verbal communication skills among students. First, the integration of storytelling into the curriculum can
serve as an effective means of engaging students who may otherwise be reluctant to participate in
traditional classroom activities. By presenting language in the form of relatable narratives, educators can

make the learning process more accessible and enjoyable.

Second, the focus on religious stories adds a unique dimension to language learning by combining
moral education with linguistic development. This dual focus allows students to explore ethical values
while simultaneously improving their speaking abilities. Educators are encouraged to select stories that
resonate with students’ cultural and social contexts, ensuring that the content is both relevant and

inspiring.

Third, the use of interactive strategies such as role-playing, group discussions, and peer storytelling
fosters an active learning environment. These techniques not only improve verbal skills but also
encourage teamwork, critical thinking, and creativity. Educators should consider incorporating these

strategies into their lesson plans to create a dynamic and supportive classroom atmosphere.

Finally, the program highlights the importance of differentiation and scaffolding in addressing the
diverse needs of students. Teachers should provide tailored support to students with varying levels of

proficiency, using tools such as visual aids, sentence starters, and peer mentoring. By doing so, educators
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can ensure that all students, regardless of their initial abilities, can benefit from the program and achieve

meaningful progress.
V.3.Suggestions for Future Research

While the study provides compelling evidence of the program’s effectiveness, it also opens avenues
for further exploration. Future research could investigate the long-term impact of storytelling-based
programs on students’ overall language development, including reading and writing skills. Additionally,
comparative studies could examine the efficacy of storytelling in different educational contexts, such as

urban versus rural schools or among students of varying age groups.

Another area of interest is the exploration of other types of storytelling, such as historical or fictional
narratives, to determine whether they yield similar benefits to religious stories. Researchers could also
investigate the role of technology in enhancing storytelling-based programs, such as the use of

multimedia tools, interactive storyboards, and digital storytelling platforms.

Finally, further research could focus on the perspectives of teachers and parents regarding the
implementation of storytelling in education. Understanding their views and experiences could provide
valuable insights into the challenges and opportunities associated with this approach, leading to more
effective and sustainable practices.
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