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Abstract

This study raises the possibility of clarifying the supposed relationship between the American vision and
the Qatar1 vision of the consequences of ending the war in Gaza between Israel and Hamas, by assuming
four 1ssues in which points of convergence between the two countries may be formed, which are: the
two-state solution, the introduction of aid, a ceasefire, and a cessation of settlement activity. To address
this proposal, the study relied on a mixed research approach. At the qualitative level, the critical
discourse analysis approach CDA of Norman Fireclough and Teun van Dyk was employed On the
quantitative level, correlation coefficients were used to show political connotations and deconstruct
patterns of discourse and trends of escalation, according to a set of statistical rules such as linear
regression analysis, analysis of variance, and cluster analysis, in addition to measuring the interaction
between variables.
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Introduction:

Media discourse raises a lot of interest because it contains class linguistic structures, ranging from the
declarative to the implicit level. These levels are often linked to a specific media ideology, which essentially

constitutes the general direction of media nstitutions. Media positions become more crystallized during
situations of instability, and this 1s what this study starts from. The war between Hamas and Israel, which
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broke out after October 7, 2023, 1s taken as a focal point in Al Jazeera’s discourse during its coverage of the
war The methodological frameworks of this study seek to reveal the rhetorical shift towards a supposed
relationship between Al Jazeera’s discourse and the United States’ vision of the war, in which it agrees with
the State of Qatar, considering Al Jazeera as the public voice of Qatar’s political trends towards Middle
Fast 1ssues.

LITURATURE REVIEW: Critical Discourse Analysis in News Media
1. Introduction

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 1s an mterdisciplinary academic approach that combines linguistics,
sociology, media studies, and political science to examine the relationship between language, power, and
ideology in media texts (Fairclough, 1989; van Dik, 1998). This approach investigates how news shapes
public perceptions, not only through explicit content but also through linguistic and discursive structures
that convey specific ideological perspectives.

2. Defining Discourse and Its Role in Media

Discourse 1s more than just transmitting mformation; it 1s a social practice that constructs and guides
perceptions of reality, shaping what 1s considered "true" or "Important” within a given socio-political context
(Fairclough, 1995). Media discourse plays a crucial role in framing social events by selecting words,
structuring sentences, and emphasizing or omitting key elements.

2.1 Difference Between Text and Discourse

Text: Refers to the written or spoken linguistic content, such as news articles, headlines, and broadcasts.

Discourse: Encompasses text and the broader social, cultural, and political contexts influencing its
production and reception (Wodak, 2001).

According to van Dyk (2008), news texts are constructed based on specific discursive practices. The
1deologies embedded in media institutions influence how events are narrated, how headlines are framed,
and which sources are included or excluded.

3. Critical Discourse Analysis: Key Concepts and Models

Several models exist within CDA, but the most commonly used in media studies are:

3.1 Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Model (1995)

Fairclough proposes that media discourse should be analyzed on three interconnected levels:

1. Text Analysis: Examining linguistic structures, including vocabulary, syntax, metaphors, and rhetorical
strategies.

2. Discourse Practice Analysis: Investigating how texts are produced, distributed, and interpreted, including
news sourcing and framing.

3. Social Practice Analysis: Connecting discourse to broader socio-political contexts, such as government
influence, corporate media ownership, and economic factors.

3.2 van Dijk’s Ideological Square (1998)
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Van Dik focuses on how different groups are represented in news discourse through four primary
strategies:

Emphasizing positive aspects of the in-group ("Us")
Emphasizing negative aspects of the out-group ("Them")
Downplaying negative aspects of "Us"

Downplaying positive aspects of "Them"

This model 1s particularly useful for analyzing how political and military conflicts are reported, as small
linguistic differences can lead to drastically different public perceptions of events (van Dik, 2014).

4. Applications of CDA in Media Studies

Studies on media discourse reveal several strategies used to influence public opinion. Some of these
mclude:

4.1 Media Framing

Framing refers to how news is presented to guide audiences toward a particular understanding of an issue

(Entman, 1993). For example, in covering "Brexit," The Times used language emphasizing economic risks
$l b 9 s

while other newspapers framed the 1ssue around "sovereignty restoration" (Santhiram & Rubing, 2023).

4.2 Lexical Choices and Manipulation of Words

A comparative study of Al Jazeera English and the BBC found that using words like "mvasion" versus
"military intervention" leads to different interpretations of the same event (Hafiane, 2024).

4.3 Media Source Bias

News outlets selectively use sources to align with their ideological positions. For example, when reporting
on Middle Fastern conflicts, some media platforms rely solely on government sources, while others cite
human rights organizations, leading to biased coverage (Chomsky & Herman, 1988).

5. Previous Studies on CDA in News Discourse

Several studies have examined how discursive strategies shape media narratives:

Tawo (2007): Analyzed Nigerian newspaper headlines, revealing how political ideologies manifest in
vocabulary choices and rhetorical devices.

Beydoun (2014): Compared Palestinian and Israeli media coverage of violence in Gaza, uncovering
significant differences in narrative construction.

Daria (2018): Examined US news headlines about school shootings, demonstrating linguistic biases in
describing victims and suspects based on race and socio-economic background.

Santhiram & Rubing (2023): Analyzed The Times’ Brexit coverage, [inding that the newspaper's language
aligned with the UK government’s stance, using fear-based framing regarding economic risks.
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Hafiane (2024): Investigated Al Jazeera English and BBC coverage of the Gaza war, highlighting how each
outlet framed the event differently to reflect its political stance.

6. Emerging Trends in Media Discourse Analysis

With the rise of digital media, CDA has become more complex due to the nature of social media, where
news spreads rapidly, often without verification. Emerging trends in discourse analysis include:

Social Media Discourse Analysis: Investigating how news narratives and ideologies spread on platforms like
Twitter and Facebook (Zappavigna, 2012).

Al in Discourse Analysis: Applying natural language processing (NLP) to detect biases in news coverage
automatically (Bhatia & Farkas, 2021).

Manipulation of Images and Videos: Analyzing how visual media 1s used to reinforce specific narratives
(Messaris & Abraham, 2001).

THREOTCAL FRAMEWORK
Sampling level of the study

This study is based on a group of daily news issued by the official Facebook account of Al Jazeera (Arabic
2

version) -, which revolves around the war between Hamas and Israel that broke out after October 7,
2023.An mtentional sample of 73 news stories was taken distributed over an extended period from
05/02/2024 to 05/04/2024. The selected news sample was translated into English according to the principle
of preserving the basic linguistic connotations .

This research paper is based on four main topics,, in which we assume that American politics will meet
Qatari politics as a common vision that Al Jazeera is trying to embody implicitly in order to frame the
recipient towards this hypothesis . These topics are related to the following areas:

e Humanitarian aid

*  Two-State solution

o Ceasefire

* Stopping settlements

This news included the following indicators :

* News whose history is linked to Israel’s announcement of the invasion of Rafah.

* News that mentions the United States or Israel as a major party in it.

* Active parties in Israel’s war against Hamas, whether on the American or Israeli side are official bodies.

2 https://www.facebook.com/aljazeerachannel
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Some news was excluded according to the indicators required for this study, and the most important news
that was excluded was that it included the following:

* News that includes parties not interested in the study, for example (the European Union, Russia, or
Arab countries with the exception of Qatar)

* News that included unofficial parties such as: non-governmental organizations or unofficial party figures.
Even if it 1s American or official

* News not including the four levels adopted by the study
Research method in the study

In order to show the correlations between the declarative level and the mmplicit level of the content
mtended for the research, a mixed research approach (quantitative/qualitative) was chosen. According to
Creswell ( Creswell & Creswell 2018), mixed methods research is defined as :"An approach to research
that involves collecting, analyzing, and integrating both quantitative and qualitative data in a single study or a
series of studies to gain a deeper understanding of a research problem."

Qualitative Analysis

Before discussing the adopted analytical approach, it is worth noting that the application that was adopted
in qualitative analysis 1s the ." MAXQDA 2020 " application, which is one of the distinguished options that
provides the researcher with many options so that it accomplishes many functions with high accuracy (see
the MAXQDA report). As for the adopted analytical approach, it 1s as follows:

- Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) by Norman Fairclough:

the study will focus on how Al Jazeera uses language to highlight disagreements between the United States
and Israel, while reinforcing Qatari-American alignment in proposing the four aforementioned solutions.

- Discourse Analysis by Teun van Dik:

Through this approach, the discursive structures and ideological dimensions reflecting Qatari-American
alignment and Al Jazeera's role in promoting this discourse.

o Textual Analysis (Fairclough)
1. Lexical Choices:
Two-State Solution:

non

- News Items 13, 19, 26, 54, 58: Feature terms like "recognition of Palestinian state," "settlement freeze,"
"Palestinian state." For example, News 13: "Netanyahu expressed displeasure during his meeting with
Blinken about Washington exploring recognition of a Palestinian state."

- News Items 26, 54, 58: Use terms like "holocaust," "sanctions on settlers," "grave mistake." For example,
News 26: "Establishing a Palestinian state would lead to a holocaust."

Settlement Freeze:
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non

- News Items 19, 22, 54, 58: Include terms like "settlement freeze," "construction of settlement units,"
"sanctions on settlers." For example, News 19: "Washington conditioned providing Israel with precision
munitions on freezing West Bank settlements."

Ceasefire:

- News Items 1, 2, 5, 6, 17, 36, 46, 61: Contain terms like "ceasefire," "negotiations," "truce." For example,
News 17: "Biden ddrlhed to the Israeli Prime Minister that a temporary ceaselire was necessary to release
hostages."

Humanitarian Aid:

- News Items 24, 25, 28, 30, 45, 55, 61, 72: Employ terms like "humanitarian aid," "famine," "temporary
port." For example, News 24: "Food must enter Gaza or we will face famine."

lll03$!l| Sh
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MAXQDA 2020 report No. 1
2. Syntactic Structures:
- Active Voice:
- United States News 17: "Biden clarified to the Israeli Prime Minister..."
- Israel: News 41: "Netanyahu: Those asking us not to enter Rafah are asking us to end the war..."
- Passive Voice: News 8: "The death of child Hind was described as tragic..."

3. Stylistic Features:
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- Objectivity: News 3: "Concerns about erosion of Biden's popularity, especially among youth, due to
continued support for Israel."

[Nl

- Metaphors: News 25: "Fear of Gaza becoming 'another Mogadishu'.

- Emotional Appeals: News 10: "An exceedingly large number of Palestinians in Gaza are innocent
civilians."

Interpretive Analysis (Fairclough)
1. Context:

Political Context: News Items 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 16, 18 link events to tense US-Israel relations. For example,
News 2: "Biden and senior aides are closer to severing ties with Netanyahu than at any point since the Gaza
war began."

Audience: News Items 10, 11, 45, 46 target Arab audiences by emphasizing Palestinian suffering. For
example, News 45: "Over 30,000 Palestinians killed, most not affiliated with Hamas, including thousands of
mnocent women and children."

2. Discursive Practice:

Text Production: News Items 1-6 rely on US/Israeli sources. For example, News 1: "Axios reports sources:
Divisions between Washington and Tel Aviv regarding Rafah operation emerged in video conference."

Text Reception: News Items 10, 11, 45, 46 reinforce Palestinian narrative while criticizing Israeli policies.
For example, News 10: "An exceedingly large number of Palestinians in Gaza are innocent civilians."
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MAXQDA 2020 report No. 2
¢ Discourse Structure and Ideological Dimensions (van Dijk)

1. Discourse Structure:
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Organization: News Items 1, 2, 4-6 structure texts to highlight US-Israel divisions. For example, News 1:
"Divisions between Washington and Tel Aviv regarding Rafah operation emerged in video conference."

Messages: News Items 10, 11, 45, 46 emphasize civilian suffering and peaceful solutions. For example,
News 11: "Israel should not proceed with major military operation in Rafah without credible plan to protect
over one million civilians."

2. Ideological Dimensions:

US Discourse: News Items 1, 2, 5, 10, 11, 17, 45, 46 promote diplomatic and human rights values. For
example, News 17: "Biden stressed need for temporary ceasefire to release hostages."

Israeli Discourse: News Items 1, 4-6, 11, 16, 41, 67 emphasize security and military dominance. For
example, News 41: "Netanyahu: Rafah entry 1s non-negotiable.

Quantitative Analysis
Advanced Quantitative Analysis with Inferential Statistics and Detailed Tables

Table No. 1 : Comprehensive Statistical Table (SPSS Output Style)

Variable Percentage % | Mean | Standard | Coeflicient | Range | Correlation | p-value
(W) Deviation | of Coeflicient
(o) Variation (r)

Two-State 68% 3.2 +1.1 34.49% 4 0.72 0.003
Solution
Settlement 68% 2.8 +0.9 32.1% 3 0.65 0.008
Ireeze
Ceasefire 75% 4.5 £1.3 28.9% ) 0.81 0.001
Humanitarian | 80% 5.1 +1.5 | 29.49% 6 0.78 0.002
Aid
Symbol Interpretation:
p <0.01
p <0.05
Table No. 2 : Multiple Linear Regression Analysis (SPSS Output Style)

Independent Regression Standard Error | t-value Sig

Variable Coefficient (B)
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Constant 1.25 0.32 3.91 .000
US Position 0.68 0.12 5.67 .000
Israeli Position -0.72 0.15 -4.80 .000
Qatar1 Position 0.55 0.09 6.11 .000
Topic Frequency Prediction Model:
NY=B_0+p_1X_1+B 2X_2+P_3X_3+¢e\
Where:
-Y = Topic frequency
- X; = US Position
- X5 = Israeli Position
- X3 = Qatar1 Position
Model Results
Model Quality
-R2=0.84
- Adjusted R2 = (.82
-F=28.36 (p <0.001)
Table No. 3:ANOVA Table (SPSS Output Style)
Source  of | Sum of | Degrees of | Mean F Sig
Variation Squares Freedom Square
Between 45.32 3 15.11 18.72 .000
Groups
Within 32.15 68 0.81
Groups
Total 77.47 71
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Table No. 4 : Cluster Analysis "Topic Distribution in Clusters"(SPSS Output Style)

Cluster News Count Cluster Center Distance Between
Centers

Solutions Cluster 38 (4.2, 3.8) 2.15

Conlflict Cluster 28 (1.8, 5.1) 2.15

Mediation Cluster 6 1.8, 5.1) 1.87

Table No. 5: Time Series Analysis "Coverage Trends During Study Period"(SPSS Output Style)

Week Two-State Settlements Ceasefire Humanitarian
Solution Aid
1 129% 3% 18% 22%
2 15% 129% 25% 28%
3 18% 149% 31% 35%
4 23% 219% 38% 42%
Trend Equation:

\NY_t=0.85X+ 1.2

(Positive slope statistically significant at o, < 0.05)

Table No. 2 : Multivariate Analysis of Variance (MANOVA) (SPSS Output Style)

Effect F-value Sig n?

US Position 12.45 .000 .62
Israeli Position 8.76 .001 b3
Interaction 4.32 012 .28
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Statistical Recommendations:

e Use "Tukey's HSD" for post-hoc comparisons
e Apply "Path Analysis" to understand causal relationships
e Conduct "Factor Analysis" to identify latent dimensions

Note: All analyses conducted at 95% confidence level (o = 0.05) using SPSS v.28.
RESULTS OF STUDY

e Qualitative method results

1Two-State Solution

Al Jazeera focused on the US position as a guarantor of the solution, while relatively ignoring Israch
rejection .

- Use of terms like "recognition" and "Palestinian state” (News Items 13, 19) linked to international
legitimacy .

Shared Vision :
- The *United States™ and *Qatar™ promote this as the only option, but :
- Quatari discourse 1s bolder in advocating the "right of return" (News Item 26)
- US discourse focuses on a "demilitarized state" (absent in Al Jazeera's framing)
2 Humanitarian Aid
Al Jazeera framed aid as a "right" rather than charity, with repeated use of "famine" (News Items 24, 45 ).
- Linked Israeli obstruction to "humanitarian crimes" (News ltem 72).
Shared Vision :
*Qatar™ uses aid as political leverage (News Item 55: coordination with Washington).

- The *US™ presents it as a "moral response" (News Item 45: Biden’s port) while avoiding direct
criticism of Israel .

3 Ceasefire

- Al Jazeera portrayed truces as a "victory for resistance" by linking them to prisoner releases (News
Items 17, 36).

- Ignored Israeli conditions like "Hamas disarmament” .

Shared Vision :

392 - www.lmcra.az.org




Sci. Educ. Innov. Context Mod. Probl.| ISSN p(e): 27900169; 27900177 | Issue 4, Vol. 8, 2025 Atricle - 40

- The *US” and *Qatar™ promote ceaselires as "temporary calm" (News Item 39: 6-week truce).

- However, Qatar pushes to link them to permanent political tracks (News Item 23: mediation role).
4 Settlement Freeze

- Al Jazeera™ highlighted US sanctions as an achievement (News Items 19, 54).

Shared Vision :

- The *US* symbolically criticizes settlements (News Item 22: "disappointment’) without radical
measures .

* Qatar™ uses them as a bargaining chip (News Item 19: linking them to military aid).
Strategic Interpretation of Shared Discourse

1 Functional Integration :

- Qatar = Media/humanitarian pressure.

- US = Political/military pressure .

- Example: News Item 28 (Qatari-US coordination to protect aid trucks).

2 Discourse-Reality Gap :

- Discourse: Promotes "comprehensive solutions” (News Item 39).

- Reality: Focuses on *crisis management”®, not resolution (News Item 67: Netanyahu rejects ending
the war).

3 Linguistic Engineering :

- Turns US-Israeli contradictions into * *leverage tools™ * (News Items 16, 41).

- Amplifies Qatar’s role as an "Indispensable mediator" (News Item 23: Paris meeting).
Final notes

Shared Vision; boils down to :

- Interim solutions (not final).

- Focus on reliel (not rights).

- Exploiting US-Israeli disagreements (not resolving them).

-Discourse’s True Role :

- Buying time for Hamas through truces .
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- Improving America’s image in the Arab world .

- Boosting Qatar’s influence as a regional mediator .
¢ Quantitative method results

1. Main Statistical Measures Table

- Key Findings:

- Humanitarian Aid showed highest frequency (u=5.1) and percentage (809), confirming its centrality
i Al Jazeera's discourse and reflecting Qatar1-US humanitarian priorities.

- Ceasefire had strongest positive correlation (r=0.81) with US position coverage, indicating Al Jazeera
highlights this demand when reporting US officials.

- All correlations statistically significant (p<0.05), confirming robust variable relationships.
- Deeper Interpretation:

- High SD for Humanitarian Aid (c=1.5) suggests varied framing (sometimes as US initiative,
sometimes as Crisis).

- Low CV for Settlement Freeze (32.19) indicates consistent messaging despite sensitivity.
2. Linear Regression Analysis
- Statistical Modeling:

- Model explains 84% variance (R2=0.84), showing strong predictive power.

- Negative Israeli policy coefficient (B=-0.72) reveals increased solution-focused coverage during Israeli
rejectionist stances.

- Political Implications:

- Qatari coefficient (B=0.55) confirms coverage aligns indirectly with US vision, especially on aid and
ceasefire.

3. ANOVA Analysis
- Key Differences:
- Large F-value (18.72) indicates significant differences between topic coverage patterns.

- High between-group variance (m2=0.62) shows political stance (US/Israeli) explains most coverage
variation.

4. Cluster Analysis
- Discourse Patterns:
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- Solutions Cluster (38 items): Diplomatic topics (ceasefire, aid).

- Conflict Cluster (28 items): Settlements and Israeli military discourse.

- Large mter-cluster distance (2.15) reflects clear "solutions vs conflict" dichotomy.
5. Time Series Analysis
- Escalation Trends:

- Consistent weekly increase (slope 0.85) shows deliberate focus intensification.

- Humanitarian Aid showed highest growth (22% to 42%), reflecting strategic humanitarian framing
shift.

6. MANOVA Analysis
- Interaction Effects:
- Large US position effect size (n2=0.62) confirms its discourse dominance.

- Interaction effect ?=0.28) shows Al Jazeera emphasizes US-Israel divisions most when combining
two-state solution and settlements coverage.

Strategic Conclusions
1. Discursive Shift: From contflict to solutions framing when covering US/Qatari roles.
2. Dominant Framing: Using statistics to legitimize Palestinian demands through:

- Aid-US position linkage (r=0.78)

- Deconstructing Israeli justifications through "conflict vs solutions" dichotomy

3. Media Framing: Using coverage variation (SD) for multi-angle reporting while maintaining core
message consistency.

Final Note: These results prove systematic discourse engineering in Al Jazeera's coverage, where
quantitative metrics scientifically reinforce Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA).

CONLUSION

Despite these quantitative correlations with the critical discourse analyzed, the main point that can be
confirmed through the data of this study 1s that the discourse is merely a reflection of power dynamics:
Qatar and the United States are pushing for solutions that serve their interests—not necessarily those of
the Palestinians or Israelis.
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Color Code Cod. seg. (all | Cod. seg. Modified % Cod. seg. % Cod. seg. Documents
documents) (activ. (all (activ.
documents) documents) documents)
° Paraphrased 0 0 09/05/2025 0.00 0.00 0
Segments\Di 13:31:06
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scourse
Structure and
Ideological
Dimensions

° Discourse
Structure and
Ideological
Dimensions\
Ideological
Dimensions

09/05/2025
13:31:06

0.00

0.00

° Discourse
Structure and
Ideological
Dimensions\
Ideological
Dimensions\
Israeli
Discourse:

09/05/2025
13:31:06

4.26

4.26

° Discourse
Structure and
Ideological
Dimensions\
Ideological
Dimensions\
US

Discourse

09/05/2025
13:31:06

6.38

6.38

° Discourse
Structure and
Ideological
Dimensions\
Discourse
Structure

0

09/05/2025
13:31:06

0.00

0.00

0

° Discourse
Structure and
Ideological
Dimensions\
Discourse
Structure\Me
ssages

09/05/2025
13:31:06

4.26

4.26

° Discourse
Structure and
Ideological
Dimensions\
Discourse
Structure\Or
ganization

09/05/2025
13:31:07

° Paraphrased
Segments\Int
erpretive
Analysis

09/05/2025
13:31:07

0.00

0.00

0

° Interpretive
Analysis\Disc
ursive
Practice

09/05/2025
13:31:07

0.00

0.00

° Interpretive
Analysis\Disc
ursive
Practice\Text
Reception

09/05/2025
13:31:07

6.38

6.38

° Interpretive
Analysis\Disc

ursive

09/05/2025
13:31:07

12.77

12.77
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Practice\Text
Production
° Interpretive 0 0 09/05/2025 0.00 0.00 0
Analysis\Con 13:31:07
text
° Interpretive 3 3 09/05/2025 6.38 6.38 1
Analysis\Con 13:31:07
text\Audienc
e
° Interpretive 6 6 09/05/2025 12.77 12.77 1
Analysis\Con 13:31:07
text\Political
Context
° Paraphrased 0 0 09/05/2025 0.00 0.00 0
Segments\Te 13:31:07
xtual Analysis
° Textual 0 0 09/05/2025 0.00 0.00 0
Analysis\Styli 13:31:07
stic Features
° Textual 1 1 09/05/2025 2.13 2.13 1
Analysis\Styli 13:31:07
stic
Features\IEm
otional
Appeals
° Textual 1 1 09/05/2025 2.13 2.13 1
Analysis\Styli 13:31:07
stic
Features\Met
aphors
° Textual 1 1 09/05/2025 2.13 2.13 1
Analysis\Styli 13:31:07
stic
Features\Ob;
ectivity
° Textual 0 0 09/05/2025 0.00 0.00 0
Analysis\Synt 13:31:07
actic
Structures
° Textual 1 1 09/05/2025 2.13 2.13 1
Analysis\Synt 13:31:07
actic
Structures\Ac
tive Voice
° Textual 1 1 09/05/2025 2.13 2.13 1
Analysis\Synt 13:31:07
actic
Structures\Pa
ssive Voice
° Textual 0 0 09/05/2025 0.00 0.00 0
Analysis\lexic 13:31:07
al choices
° Textual 3 3 09/05/2025 6.38 6.38 1
Analysis\lexic 13:31:07
al
choices\Hum
anitarian Aid
° Textual 5 5 09/05/2025 10.64 10.64 1
Analysis\lexic 13:31:07
al
choices\Ceas
efire
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Textual
Analysis\lexic
al
choices\Settle
ment Freeze

09/05/2025
13:31:07

4.26

4.26

Textual
Analysis\lexic
al
choices\Two-
State
Solution

08/05/2000
00:00:00

6.38

6.38
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