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Abstract

Bringing the Qaradagly tragedy to the attention of both the local and international communities is significant for studying
the Azerbanjani reality, the tragedies endured by the Azerbaijani people, and the aggression, terror, and occupation suffered
by the Azerbayjani people and state.

This article investigates the history and geographical position of Qaradagly, the organization of the attack on Qaradagly, its
occupation, the victims of the genocide, Azerbajjanis murdered while in Armenian captivity, testimonies of witnesses
during the Qaradagly genocide, the legal measures taken by the Republic of Azerbajjan concerning the tragedy, the stance
of international and regional organizations, and other related issues.
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Introduction

Until 1918, the Armenians (referred to here as "Hay") had no state of their own. With the extensive support of Tsarist
Russia and various regional and international powers, they established the Republic of Armenia on historically Azerbai-
jani lands. All historical facts, sources, documents, and religious-cultural monuments confirm that Karabakh is a histori-
cal and ancient territory of Azerbaijan. The unfounded claims such as "Greater Armenia from sea to sea" or "Greater
Armenia from the Black Sea to the Caspian Sea" were part of the myth of establishing a fictional state and were primarily
aimed at the destruction of Turkic and Muslim peoples. This ideology of “Armenianism” was propagated by the “Dash-
naktsutyun” party, founded in the late 19th century.

In pursuit of this ideology, Armenians committed mass killings, acts of terror, genocides, ethnic cleansing, looting, and
other crimes across the globe.

To mform the world community about the Qaradagly tragedy, several documentaries have been produced, including
“Genocide: Qaradagly,” “Genocide Qaradagly: Continues...” and “Qaradagly, the Struggle.” A book titled “The
Qaradagly Genocide through the Words of Witnesses”has also been published.

Naturally, the truths of Azerbaijan and the crimes committed by Armenians throughout history in the Ottoman Empire,
the Caucasus, Central Asia, and on historical Azerbajjani lands—with the support of international and regional powers—
must be conveyed to the international community through works, books, and articles in foreign languages.
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The decree “On the Genocide of Azerbayjanis,” 1ssued on March 26, 1998, by the President of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan, Heydar Aliyev, played a significant political, legal, and historical role in bringing the criminal actions of Armenians
to the attention of international and regional organizations, as well as to the global community.

The History and Natural-Geographical Location of Qaradagly

The village of Qaradagly 1s located in the administrative territory of the Khojavend district of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
13 km west of the district center, along the Khojavend-Khankendi (Stepanakert) highway, in a foothill region. The pop-
ulation was mainly engaged in livestock breeding, grain farming, sericulture, viticulture, and vegetable growing.

The toponym "Karadag" is formed from the combination of the words kara (black or great in ancient Turkic) and dag
(mountain). In ancient Turkic, kara had meanings such as “great” or “black.” Therefore, "Karadag" means “great, high
mountain” or “mountain with black-colored rocks.” The word dag (mountain) is also found in ancient Turkic inscrip-
tions dating back to the 6th-8th centuries, in Mahmud al-Kashgari’s dictionary (11th century), and in the epic “Book of

Dede Qorqud.”

The settlement originated with the migration of the Qaradagly tribal group of the Qizilbash, who played a major role in
the Safavid dynasty’s struggle for power. The tribe took its name from the Karadag region of Southern Azerbajjan. After
the Safavids came to power, members of the Qaradagly tribe spread across various arcas. Villages named Qaradagly
reflect the ethnic identity of families belonging to this tribe. Until the 1930s, there was also a village named Qaradagly
near the village of Gulebird in the Lachin district. This village 1s even mentioned in a bayati (a form of Azerbaijani folk
poetry) by Sari Ashiq [1, p.24].

In 1951, the Azerbajjani-inhabited village of Varandali was abolished and merged with Qaradagly. Names of villages
mhabited by Azerbaijanis were deliberately changed, merged with other villages, or completely abolished, and their pop-
ulations were forcibly relocated. These actions were aimed at changing the demographic situation in favor of Armenians
i Karabakh, thus creating conditions for separatist and terrorist activities. In a targeted campaign, the Qaradagly village
council (executive office) was merged with the council of the Armenian-inhabited village of Qagharza, and the Qaradagly
collective farm was abolished and merged mto the “Michurin” collective farm along with Armenian village economies.
Later, in 1971, Qaradagly was separated from the Armenian villages and a new collective farm named after Nariman
Narimanov was established. On October 2, 1980, the Qaradagly village council was re-established.

Organization of the Attack on Qaradagly

The attack on Qaradagly involved the Arabo and Aramo armed units, Monte Melkonyan's group, and units from Rus-
sia's 366th Motorized Rifle Regiment [11, p.2]. The command of the 366th regiment acknowledged they were unable to
ensure the regiment’s safe withdrawal due to local resistance [3; 4]. Therefore, forces from the airborne division sta-
tioned in Ganja had to be brought in. However, before these reinforcements arrived, 103 servicemen—mainly Armeni-
ans involved 1n the massacre—refused to obey orders and remained in Karabakh. Due to criminal collusion by the regi-
ment’s command and irresponsibility of the personnel in charge of its withdrawal, some military equipment, including
armored vehicles, were handed over to Armenians [5; 12].

These forces participated in both the Qaradagly and Khojaly genocides [14]. Witnesses of the Qaradagly genocide con-
firmed the participation of the 366th regiment in the atrocity [15].

Occupation of Qaradagly

By the end of 1991, the operation to evacuate the peaceful population of Qaradagly, which began in the summer of that
year, had largely been completed. At the time of occupation, 125 individuals were defending the village. Only 14 of
them were from the National Army who came to help from Aghdam, while 70 were fighters from Qaradagly’s self-
defense unit. Additionally, 17 men over the age of 60, 13 school-age children were prepared to fight with weapons, and
11 women over the age of 50 volunteered to stay and support their husbands, sons, and brothers. Among the heroic
Azerbaijani women who closely assisted these 125 defenders since December were Ziver, Sitara, Tavar, Gerekmez, Mi-
na, Minara, Saadat, Mirvari, Minaya, Guler, and Haqiqet.

On September 8, 1991, a passenger bus traveling from Aghdam to Qaradagly was ambushed and heavily fired upon by
Armenian gunmen positioned 5 km along the Khojavend-Khankendi road. As the bus was riddled with bullets, 8 pas-
sengers were killed, including 2 young men and 6 women.
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On January 15, 1992, the people of Qaradagly made their final public appeal to the Azerbajani nation, which was
broadcast for several days on the radio. The appeal read:

"The ruthless brutality of history cannot shake the determined sons who stand guard over Karabakh’s land and bravely
endure its hardest tests.

For four years, Qaradagly—a precious gem of Karabakh—has been a target of the enemy, yet it 1s being courageously
defended by its fearless sons. The residents of this long-forgotten village are now living through the most difficult days of
their lives.

Homes and administrative buildings are set ablaze, innocent people are murdered, property is looted. In short, the vil-
lage 1s under relentless attack by Armenian bandits.

The enemy wants to capture this strategically vital position. Qaradagly had effectively blocked the road between Khoja-
vend and Khankendi, halting their movement. Since the occupation of Khojavend by armed gangs, the situation in
Qaradagly has become even more tense.

My dear nation! If you have even a spark of honor and dignity in your blood, do not stop the fight for Karabakh’s free-
dom! Otherwise, Qaradagly may turn into a den of bandits with your own hands.” [9, p.10]

One of the Tragic Dates in Azerbajjani History: The Qaradagly Massacre

The Qaradagly massacre, one of the tragic events in the history of the Azerbayani people, occurred on February 14,
1992, when Armenian military units, with the support of the 366th Motorized Rifle Regiment of the former Soviet Army
stationed in Khankendi (Stepanakert), attacked the village of Qaradagly in the Khojavend district. Despite the heroic
defense mounted by the village residents, Qaradagly was occupied by Armenian forces in unequal combat on February

17.
Victims of the Genocide

On February 17, 1992, the village of Qaradagly was occupied by Armenian armed forces. A total of 118 villagers were
taken prisoner. Of those, the majority were young people. Thirty-three of them were brutally executed near the village,
and the bodies—both dead and wounded—were thrown into a farm well and buried with soil.

In total, 66 captives were killed, while 52 were freed with great difficulty. Most of those who were released later died
shortly after due to severe torture suffered during captivity and injections of unknown substances administered to them
by their captors [16].

In the village, four members from each of two families were killed, and in six other families, two or three members per
family were killed. Forty-three families lost their heads of household, and in one family, both parents were murdered.

Every tenth resident of Qaradagly was killed.

Among the victims were 21 elderly people, 10 women, and 8 schoolchildren. As a result, 146 children were orphaned

[17].

In total, 91 residents of Qaradagly were killed during the genocide committed by Armenian terrorist gangs. Due to the
occupation, the village lost 200 homes, one cultural center, a secondary school building with a capacity of 320 students, a
25-bed hospital, and various other public facilities. Historical, religious, and cultural monuments, as well as the village
cemetery belonging to Azerbaijanis, were destroyed. Nearly 800 villagers became internally displaced persons [18].

Those Killed in Armenian Captivity

After the occupation of the village, some of the captives were executed near the village itself, while others were tortured
and murdered in the Khankendi prison. Those killed in captivity include:

. Imran Ahmad oglu Huseynov

. Boyukkishi Lala oglu Shirinov
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. Kamil Sardar oglu Taghiyev

o Fazil Javad oglu Valiyev

e Alastan Nariman oglu Guliyev

. Shura Avdihuseyn oglu Huseynov
. Shura Ibad oglu Nazarov

. Kamal Baylar oglu Guliyev

Those Who Died Shortly After Being Released from Captivity

Following the occupation of Qaradagly, 54 residents captured by Armenian forces were held in captivity for more than
two months in Khankendi and Askeran. Due to the severe physical and psychological torture they endured—torture that
violated all principles of international humanitarian law—many of them died shortly after being released. The list of
those who died includes:

e Familat Garay oglu Shirinov

. Zulmukhan Mirish oglu Huseynov

e  Yusif Nariman oglu Guliyev

. Minaya Samed gizi Amirxanova

. Sitara Samed gizi Huseynova

. Mahammad Huseyn oglu Hasanov (his son was martyred)
. Qulu Ayyub oglu Khalilov (his brother was martyred)

o Shamil Ali oglu Mammadov

. Sardar Qachay oglu Taghiyev (his son and brother were martyred)
e Avaz Qachay oglu Taghiyev (his brother was martyred)

° Mirvari Tahmaz gizi Huseynova

e Guller Dosto gizi Taghiyeva

. Mina Mirxudar gizi Sadiqova

o Ilgar Qasim oglu Aliyev (his father was martyred)

e  Tevon Habil oglu Taghiyev (his son was martyred)

. Atlikhan Farman oglu Huseynov

. Firudun Humbat oglu Huseynov
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Eyewitness Testimonies from the Qaradagly Genocide

Ilgar Huseynov is one of the residents of Qaradagly who experienced the tragedy firsthand. He, along with his family,
was taken hostage by Armenian forces in February 1992. During his two-month captivity, Ilgar Huseynov endured se-
vere suffering. He recounts:

“There 1s not a single family in Qaradagly that was spared from Armenian brutality. Our village was occupied in Febru-
ary 1992, but the atrocities began even earlier. On September 8, 1991, Armenians ambushed the Aghdam-Qaradagly
bus, killng 8 people on the spot and seriously injuring over 10 innocent passengers.
On February 15, 1992, Armenians attacked Qaradagly from all sides. Most of the houses were set ablaze, and the
fighting lasted two days. Out of the 118 people remaining in the village, 25 were killed and 4 seriously wounded. That
night, we gathered the wounded and tried to escape. There were 10 women and 2 children among us. The Armenians
pursued us, and since we had run out of ammunition, we couldn’t resist.

They captured us all. Men were separated from women and children, and we were loaded into different vehicles. They
took us to an Armenian cemetery and demanded that 9 men step out voluntarily. No one moved. Enraged, the Armeni-
an gunmen opened fire on the truck. Ten to fifteen people were killed instantly, and around 20 were seriously wounded.
One villager attempted to flee, which further infuriated the Armenians, who opened fire again—raising the death toll to
32.

We were then taken to Khankendi and held in prison for two months. The prison had no windows. It snowed every
day, and the cold penetrated to our bones. We were kept standing knee-deep in water. Every three days, they gave us a
piece of black bread the size of a palm.

The Armenians beat us at least five to six times a day and subjected us to horrific torture. Some people died from the
beatings. They used iron rods to break eight people’s ribs and legs. Two were smashed against a wall until their skulls
burst. These atrocities weren’t imited to men—women and children were tortured the same way. After two months, we
were released with the help of the Red Cross. But several of those who were with me in captivity died shortly after gain-
g their freedom. Even 19 years later, I still feel the pain of the torture.”

Mahammadali Bayramov, another Qaradagly resident, stated that armed attacks by Armenians began in 1990:
“They killed three people who came to the village to sell furniture. Then, near the cattle farm, they injured another per-
son. In 1991, they began shelling both the village and the farm. When we arrived at the farm, we saw that six people,
mcluding women, had been burned alive. They took our livestock as soon as it left the village.

By 1992, the situation had worsened significantly. The villagers asked me to bring help. I first went to Aghdam head-
quarters, but by then the village of Malibeyli had also been occupied. We needed a helicopter to evacuate women, chil-
dren, and the elderly from Qaradagly. We went to Ganja to request one but returned empty-handed.

Our attempt to break through from Aghdam toward Khojavend with self-defense units and police also failed. In the for-
est near Gulably village, we encountered our fellow villager Vidadi Huseynov, who told us the village had fallen—he was
the only one who managed to escape. The people had been taken toward Khankendi. The Armenians committed terri-
ble crimes against the villagers. In our own family, four people—my father, my brother, my sister—were killed, and one
brother went missing.”

Malakhat Taghiyeva, a Qaradagly resident, recalls the tragedy:

“Qaradagly is our wound, our pain. Our people suffered greatly. Nearly every family in the village faced some kind of
tragedy. I lost my father, brother, nephew, uncle, brother-in-law, uncles, and cousins—every one of them was family. I
had left the village before the massacre, I was 22 years old at the time. After the tragedy, when some of our villagers re-
turned from captivity, we asked them about our missing loved ones. What they told us was horrifying. People were tor-
tured, beaten, kept hungry and thirsty, their teeth and fingernails pulled out... This tragedy cannot be forgotten. My only
wish 1s that Qaradagly be declared a ‘Hero Village.””

Oruyj Aliyev, another survivor, said that even after many years, he is still traumatized by those days:
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“On February 14, the Armenians attacked the village. We resisted day and night. By the 17th, we had run out of bullets.
They loaded the villagers into two KamAZ trucks. Some of us were forced to walk to a place near the village known as
‘Pir.” On the way, they killed a man named Shahmurad. They put us in the truck, and at one stop, they pulled Eldar out
and beat him to death with a stick. Passing through the orchard, they stopped and ordered ten men to get out. Telman
threw a grenade at the Armenians. I don’t know how many were killed. They started shooting at the truck—most inside
were killed. I was wounded.

Later, they separated me and some other villagers at the Malibeyli bridge and took us to Khankendi. We were beaten all
night. In the morning, when I came out, I saw our people lying on the ground in front of the prison while Armenians
walked over them. We were put into a KamAZ and taken to Askeran, where the real suffering began.

They tortured us, beat us, starved us. One day a guard told Ilgar, ‘If you don’t pluck all the hair from one side of your
tace by morning, I'll shoot you.” We took turns plucking his facial hair all night. Then they took Ilgar away. There were
two people from Qaradagly and 28 from Khojaly with us. We were beaten daily.

Three days after the Khojaly massacre, they beat me again and returned me to a different cell filled with Khojaly resi-
dents. The Armenians often came in with knives and guns and killed those inside. By morning, only four people were
left alive. The rest had been killed.

‘When Azerbayani forces attacked Askeran, the Armenians fled, taking us to Noragah village and locking us in a base-
ment. They pulled out our gold teeth with pliers. We stayed there for 43 days—standing in water, being beaten and tor-
tured. Many Khojaly residents died from hunger, cold, and beatings. I am alive today, but I carry the pain of those hor-
rific days and that suffering like a heavy burden.”

Eyewitness Accounts of the Qaradagh Genocide

Hoqigat Hiiseynova recounts: "Armenian armed forces had surrounded us. What horrors we witnessed... Our fellow
villager Eldar was beaten to death before our very eyes — with a wooden stick. They killed him at a place in the village
known as 'Pir," near the roadside. They swarmed him, beat him with sticks until he died. Later, they killed my daughter-
m-law’s father. I don’t even know what they hit him with, but his skull was split into two. Then they threw his body under
a vehicle and crushed him so badly he became unrecognizable. Near the village of Comiyyat (Ningt), they killed our fel-
low villager Zahid. When his brother tried to scream, I covered his mouth with my hand so his voice wouldn't be heard.
He bit my hand so hard it bled. His name was Vagif... May God rest the souls of the dead. He couldn’t endure the tor-
ture and died.” |2, p.105]

Nofal Oliyev shares his experience:

"We were prisoners in the Shusha prison. There was a young villager with us named Vaton. I saw them take him away to
be executed. I asked one of the Armenian guards where they took him. He said: "They took him to our cemetery to be
beheaded over a grave.' That’s how brutally they killed him...

We were held in cells in groups of five or six. For every five prisoners, we were given a single piece of bread per day,
and a small glass of water — just enough to moisten our lips so we wouldn’t die. We were tortured all day long. Armeni-
ans would forcibly pull gold teeth out of prisoners’ mouths. Those who resisted were beaten to death. They also pulled
out my teeth by force.” 2, p.109]

Sabira Mahmudova, a female officer of the Azerbajjani National Army and a witness to the genocide, recalls:
"A helicopter delivering food to Qaradagl, which had been under siege for a long time, was shot down by Armenians on

January 12, 1992, leaving the villagers to face their fate alone. In carly February, Armenian Armed Forces attacked
Qaradagl again with the support of the 306th Motorized Rifle Regiment. The people continued to resist. On January
15, they declared that they would fight to the last drop of blood.

Since the summer of 1991, children, the elderly, and women had been evacuated by helicopter. About 11 women re-
mained in the village to care for their sons, husbands, and to prepare food for the soldiers. On February 14, Armenians

launched another assault on the village... I can still hear the gunfire and the screams of innocent people..." [19]

Admissions of Genocide Committed in Qaradagh by Armenians
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In the book "My Brother's Road"by Markar Melkonian — brother of Monte Melkonian, one of the leading figures of the
mternational Armenian terrorist group ASALA, known for attacks against Turkish figures and institutions in France, the
U.S., Lebanon, and other Furopean countries — the Qaradagh assault 1s described: "..He calmly placed the B-7 rocket
launcher on his shoulder, armed, and pulled the trigger. The first shell exploded through a corner window on the se-
cond floor, setting everything inside on fire. Yellow flames erupted from the window — it was the signal. The attackers
then opened fire on the village..."[13]

Monte Melkonian, mvited to Armenia in 1989, actively participated in the invasion campaign against Azerbagjan. He
directly led genocidal operations against civihans in Qaradagli, Khojaly, and other Azerbajani settlements. In "My
Brother’s  Road,” Markar  writes about Monte’s mvolvement i1n  the attack on  Qaradagh:
"..At 5 PM, the mission was completed. That day, only one Armenian fighter was killed. On the opposing side, two
were killed, and 48 Azerbajjani captives were rounded up and forced toward a truck. The captives were taken to Khank-
endi and held until they were exchanged for Armenian prisoners.

Members of the Arabo and Aramo units — mercenary Armenian terrorist groups involved in the Qaradagl assault —
threw 38 prisoners, mcluding women, imto a trench. They opened fire and then slaughtered them with knives without
exception. Edo, a member of the nationalist group from Ashtarak, poured gasoline on several of them and set them on
fire. When Monte approached the trench, the charred remains were still there... In total, 53 Azerbaijanis were killed in
Qaradagl and surrounding areas over the course of two days.” 2, pp.99-101]

Legal Steps Taken by the Republic of Azerbajan Regarding the Qaradagh Tragedy

According to the Prosecutor General's Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan, between February 14-17, 1992, members
of Armenian armed groups killed 67 residents of Qaradagh village in Khojavend, including 9 minors, 10 women, 14
elderly people (over 60), and 34 young men. Two people were seriously injured, and 9 were taken hostage. At the same
time, residential buildings and public facilities were looted and burned. An mvestigative-operational group was created to
examine the crimes against peace, humanity, and war crimes committed by the illegal separatist regime and Armenian
Armed Forces against local Azerbayjani civilians. The Military Prosecutor’s Office continues investigations under rele-
vant articles of the Criminal Code.

In the case file No. 80377, concerning the Qaradagli genocide, it is recorded that on the night of February 15-16, 1992,
Armenian armed gangs attacked Qaradagh and shot dead two residents — Altay Mammad oglu Hasanov and Khayal
Habib oglu Huseynov. On February 29, 1992, the Karabakh Interregional Prosecutor's Office initiated criminal pro-
ceedings under Articles 70 and 94 (4th and 6th clauses, old version) of the Criminal Code. Various imvestigative
measures were carried out — witnesses were questioned, forensic and ballistic analyses were conducted. However, as the
perpetrators were not identified, the case was suspended on December 20, 1992, in accordance with Article 209(3) of
the then-current Criminal Procedure Code.

On December 18, 2008, a joint investigation group was established by order of the Prosecutor General, the Minister of
Internal Affairs, and the Minister of National Security. On May 18, 2004, the suspension order of December 1992 was
annulled, and the case was resumed and merged into file No. 80377 under the joint group.

The intentional killing of 49 people and the torture of 57 others during the Qaradagh attack was reclassified as genocide
under Article 103 of the Criminal Code by Deputy Prosecutor General and Military Prosecutor of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, Lieutenant General of Justice Khanlar Valiyev, on July 17, 2005. The investigation is ongoing.

Statement by the Ombudsman of the Republic of Azerbaijan

On the 30th anniversary of the Qaradagh tragedy, the Ombudsman of Azerbayjan, Sabina Aliyeva, appealed to the in-
ternational community:

On February 17, 1992, the Armenian Armed Forces committed an act of genocide against the civilian population of
Qaradagh village in Khojavend district. As a result of this brutal crime, the village was occupied and burned, 118 civil-
1ans were taken hostage, and 08 of them were savagely killed. This atrocity is a continuation of the Armenian leader-
ship’s policy of occupation and ethnic cleansing against Azerbayjanis, and a manifestation of hatred toward the Azerbai-
Jani people. The Qaradaglt genocide must be recognized by international institutions and those responsible must be
held accountable under international law as perpetrators of crimes against peace and humanity.” [21]
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International and Regional Organizations’ Position on the Qaradagh Tragedy

The Republic of Azerbaijan has repeatedly sent letters and reports to the United Nations and various international and
regional organizations regarding the Qaradagh tragedy. The International Committee of the Red Cross condemned the
killing of Azerbanani civilians.

Conclusion

Information about the genocide committed by the aggressor Armenia in Qaradagh must be thoroughly and systematical-
ly communicated to international and regional organizations, global media outlets, and academic research institutions,
based on verified facts, evidence, and documents.

As a tribute to the memory of the martyrs who sacrificed their lives for the defense of our historical and ancestral lands
and the territorial integrity of Azerbayjan, several commemorative sites have been established by the Executive Authority
of Khojavend District. These include:

e  The "Martyrs' Alley"' Memorial Complex in the "Yeni Khojavend” settlement;

. A "Martyrs" Monument Complex in the ancient settlement of Nargiztepe, a territory liberated from enemy occupa-
tion, honoring the district’s martyrs and fallen heroes who bravely fought in these lands;

. In 2012, a memorial monument was erected in the "Yeni Qaradagh” settlement by the personal contributions of
Qaradagh villagers in memory of the martyrs and victims of the Qaradagh tragedy. Each year, on February 17, large
commemoration ceremonies are held at this site, attended by families of martyrs, local community members, media
representatives, and other guests;

. On the night of February 25-26, 2017, during a sabotage attempt by the Armenian armed forces in the Khojavend
direction, a "Memorial Park" was established in Khojavend town to honor the memory of brave Azerbaijani servicemen
who heroically lost their lives while preventing this provocation.
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